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We do not know the nature of the “ignominious death” that Nehor suffered, but in view of the
Mishnaic requirement that the place of stoning be
at least twice as high as a man so that the culprit
could be pushed over the edge before being stoned
(M Sanhedrin 6.4),⁴ it is interesting that Nehor
was brought to the top of the hill to be executed.
Of the various approved methods of execution,
stoning was required for “[him] that beguiles
[others to idolatry], and [him] that leads [a whole
town] astray” (M Sanhedrin 7.3).⁵
e location of Nehor’s execution atop a hill
may be behind the statement that he made his
confessions “between the heavens and the earth.”
But that expression may have something to do
with calling heaven and earth to witness, as in
several Old Testament passages (Deuteronomy 4:
26; 30:19; 31:28). Ze’ev W. Falk, an expert on Jewish law, noted that public confession before execution was intended to “effect the atonement” and to
assure the judges that their verdict was correct.⁶

Because the Mishnah was not compiled until
the second century .., it seems clear that we
should not expect all of its provisions to have
existed in the ancient kingdom of Judah, from
which the prophet Lehi fled more than seven centuries earlier. But the close parallels between these
Book of Mormon accounts and the Mishnah suggest that the legal procedures discussed here may
have predated the Babylonian captivity.
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Draper, managing director of the RSC’s
publications office, said the center occupies a
special niche in LDS publishing with its studies
on culture, history, scripture, and doctrine that
are of “value to the kingdom but of sufficient
academic register that commercial publishers
are not interested in them.” He described how
the center has expanded its mission by adding
devotional materials to its book list and by producing a newsletter and a journal, the Religious
Educator, among other publications.

With fall semester under way at Brigham Young
University, we look forward to keeping you abreast
of another round of Institute-sponsored brown bag
lectures. ese presentations, which are not open to
the general public, enable researchers to share their
expertise and findings with their peers in related
fields and to receive constructive input. Following
are reports of three such presentations from earlier
this year.
Mission of BYU’s Religious Studies Center
BYU professors of ancient scripture Terry B. Ball
and Richard D. Draper discussed the work of BYU’s
Religious Studies Center. Ball spoke of the RSC’s
mission of supporting scholarship that teaches and
preserves the doctrine and history of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He also mentioned
his botanical research in the Dhofar region of Oman,
where some LDS scholars locate the Old World Bountiful. His collection of Arabian Peninsula vegetation,
now housed at BYU, is the best herbarium of its kind
in the United States, a “valuable research tool for
archaeobotanists,” he said.

Notes
1. The Mishnah was compiled by Rabbi Judah the Prince
(.. 137–219) from oral traditions.
2. Herbert Danby, The Mishnah (Oxford Univ. Press, 1938), 390.
3. Ibid., 389.
4. Ibid., 390.
5. Ibid., 391.
6. Ze’ev W. Falk, Hebrew Law in Biblical Times, 2nd ed. (Provo,
Utah: BYU Press; Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 2001), 53.

By John A. Tvedtnes

The Atonement and the
Strengthening of Communities
omas B. Griffith, legal counsel for BYU, discussed the concept of “at-one-ment” as it relates
to building communities founded on the rule of
law and on belief in human dignity and worth.
Noting the example of Enoch’s people, he said the
highest form of spirituality is when the effects of
the atonement unite people to do good not only
in their own families and congregations but also
in the larger community. e capstone of Joseph
Smith’s divine tutoring was his understanding
that every church activity must be done with the
continued on page 7
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complexity, with proper recognition of the value of
religious belief. Faith in God offers meaning and
purpose to people around the world, especially to
those who suffer from poverty or illness. Any fairminded discussion of religion ought to acknowledge
this, he said.
Other speakers and topics at the conference
included the following: Roger R. Keller, professor of
church history and doctrine, BYU, on “e Grace of
Apologetics”; Armand L. Mauss, emeritus professor
of sociology, Washington State University, on “e

Church, the Race Issue, and Misplaced Apologetics”;
D. Jeffrey Meldrum, associate professor of anatomy
and anthropology, Idaho State University, on “e
Children of Lehi: DNA and the Book of Mormon”;
and Michael D. Rhodes, associate research professor
of ancient scripture, BYU, on “e Book of Abraham: Dealing with the Critics.”
e papers by Roper and Tvedtnes will appear
in the forthcoming issue of the FARMS Review
(vol. 15, no. 2). ! —reported by Larry Morris and
Mike Parker
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progress on interpreting and electronically preserving the Herculaneum papyri using multispectral
imaging techniques developed at BYU. Calling the
MSI images a revolution in reading the carbonized
papyri, he showed examples of how he has been able
to discern scroll text that was previously unreadable. For example, the images have made it possible
to read text in depressions of wrinkled fragments
and to distinguish congealed layers of papyrus from
one another and ink strokes from fibers. e images
have also enabled scholars to identify individual
scribes. One intriguing find was a reference to a previously unknown tragedy by Euripides. In March,
Del Mastro matched two fragments from Philodemus’s “On Poems.” He said that the fragile papyri,
which date from 1000 .., have deteriorated 10
percent in the past seven years but now are electronically preserved. Del Mastro concluded by noting the
discovery in 2000 of seven papyri (15 fragments)
from two houses in Herculaneum, one of which
(Casa de Bicentenario) appears to have housed the
first Christian community in the city. !

continued from page 3

great worth of souls in mind (D&C 18:10), he
said. Joseph learned the true extent of the Savior’s
personal suffering upon receiving the revelation in
D&C 19—the “final, indispensable lesson before
he organized the church and the most significant
lesson of the gospel,” Griffith said. He went on
to note that lawyers, whose ideal role is to build
communities based on the rule of law, are oen
“at the forefront of the push for riches,” which
runs counter to the admonition in Jacob 2:18–19
and to the spirit of Moses 7:18 if that pursuit is not
undertaken with the intent to bless others. Such
purity of motive should be the mainspring of discipleship, he said.
Herculaneum Papyri Project:
Preliminary Findings
Dr. Gianluca Del Mastro, a professor of philosophy at the University of Naples and a visiting
professor in BYU’s classics department, reviewed
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priests, record keepers, architects, merchants, artists,
and judges, who all seemed idle compared with the
hardworking farmers who were the ideal (exemplified by King Benjamin, who “labored with [his] own
hands,” Mosiah 2:14). en there were the elite at
the pinnacle of social, political, and economic power
who demanded support. For example, King Noah
taxed his Zeniffite subjects to provide sustenance

for the elite (see Mosiah 11:3–8; also Mosiah 7:22;
Alma 60:21–22; 3 Nephi 6:10–12). But the economic
system also supported a variety of respected cra
workers, such as “curious workmen, who did work
all kinds of ore and did refine it” (Helaman 6:11).
An economic surplus stimulated trade, and it
made at least some people rich (see Mosiah 24:7; Helaman 3:10; 6:7–8). Furthermore, certain regions were
more productive than others: central Zarahemla had
to supply the Nephite army in the southwest quarter
continued on page 8

